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Contrary to popular belief, the PDF size you add to your page may negatively affect its ranking. How? The larger the PDF, the longer it will take to load. Sadly, most people will leave the site if loading takes over 3 seconds.
In the past, many content marketers joked about how an average goldfish’s attention span is 7 to 9 seconds and then made comparisons to online audiences. Well, we’re officially way below this standard.
Now, one of the ways to reduce your bounce/abandonment rate and improve retention is to improve the reactiveness of your website. There are many tools and tricks to help you, but if the PDF size is the problem, the path to the solution is pretty straightforward – you reduce PDF file size. 
Reduce PDF File Size
Here’s how you reduce PDF file size most simply and effectively without compromising the quality. 
We’ve rounded up 6 methods… let’s dive into these.
  


Save PDF via “Save As” Feature
Believe it or not, there’s a difference between the “Save” and “Save As” options. Unlike “Save,” which just overwrites the original, “Save As” actually makes an entirely new file. 
In many programs, when you edit the file, the old file (as well as the log) is saved so you can undo the changes. This means that every time you use “Save,” you’re making your file bigger. In practice, this may not sound significant, but many PDF files uploaded to the website undergo many edits. This is why the end result ends up being significantly larger.
The solution is to use the “Save As” feature while editing and before uploading. The “Save As” feature will create a new file that is clean, optimised and you achieve a reduce PDF file size as well.
The main reason most people use the “Save” feature is that it’s more convenient. First, it gets you what you want in a single click. The “Save As” requires you to undergo several steps, like choosing the location where the duplicate file will be saved and choosing the new name for the file. If the file goes to the same folder, you need to rename it since it can’t be in the same format (same extension) and have the same name.
Then, you may have to delete one of the files or move it to a different folder to avoid confusion. Sure, the “Save” feature has its merits; however, when you reduce PDF file size, the “Save As” should be your go-to method. 
Compressing Files with Smallpdf
Compressing PDF files is a universal concern, so some developers have created tools capable of reducing PDF file size by up to 99%. In other words, you can try to compress PDF with Smallpdf and similar platforms.
Now, compressing is not a problem. The real issue lies in compressing while maintaining the quality. If the quality reduction is not an issue, then the above 99% mark is nothing odd. The reason why specialized compression tools are unique is that they allow you to control the compression level.
In other words, you get to choose how much compression you want and a chance to maintain the quality for as much as possible. At the very least, during the compression preparation, you will see precisely what changes you can expect. Transparency is a huge priority when it comes to the majority of these tools. 
The most important thing to remember is that the original file doesn’t have to be ruined. Simply save the copy and see it for yourself. Suppose the result provides you with a suitable size and quality; great. If not, you can look for other options.
So, how does this compression work without ruining the quality? The process is fairly complex, but the bottom line is that it removes repetitive patterns and re-encodes heavy images. This doesn’t take long, and it’s often hard to notice. In fact, without previous knowledge of the work, it’s unlikely that a person will notice a difference. 
A smaller file will also be easier to share. So, if you’re unsure about the result, you can send it to an outsider and see if they can tell the difference. This is a simple way to test out this method. 




Audit PDF Space Usage
Auditing the usage of PDF space gives you an insight into the exact number of bytes used for specific document elements. In other words, you can see exactly how many bytes are used on images, fonts, and various forms. This gives you unique compression options that will minimally impact the document’s quality.
Sometimes, the solution is simple; you must figure out where to focus. If a single element of the file is problematic, then reducing the size of the entire file might be overkill. This is especially the case if the downgrade in quality is too severe. While you can avoid this by other means, unnecessarily reducing quality is never wise. 
This command is usually under advanced optimisation. Here, you’ll find other options to optimise and reduce PDF file size. Speaking of which…
Advanced Optimisation
The best thing about this concept is that you can do it in almost any PDF editor. In Adobe, for instance, you can just go to the “Save As Other” feature and pick “Optimised PDF.” You’ll choose “Advanced Optimisation,” under which you should select “Optimise PDF.” This is the whole process in one of the default PDF editors. As you can see, it doesn’t take too much time and effort.
Now, before you start the process, you will face several options. You’ll be able to pick the compression file type, the quality of the file, and many other options. Also, you can set up the audit to handle the following:
	Images
	Fonts
	Transparency
	Discard objects
	Discard user data
	Clean up

The audit process is somewhat different on platforms like Nitro or Foxit. Different, in this context, doesn’t mean more difficult. In fact, on both platforms, you can conduct a PDF audit in fewer steps. 
The process lets you remove unwanted objects or embedded fonts and configure image settings. 
Compress Images
Previously, we’ve talked about auditing your PDF files to see what takes up the most space. What if you discover that, by far, the biggest problem is the images? Well, you can always try to compress them independently. 
This is also useful when first making the document. If the image is too large, you can use an image compressor to reduce its size without compromising too much quality. This lets you start with a smaller file size, making it web-friendlier.
If there are a lot of images you need to compress, you may want to look for a file that allows the compression of multiple images simultaneously. Just remember that compressing is not all you have to do. Optimising PDF and web is a step that’s independent of this. 
One more helpful piece of advice that you should follow is that the proper format affects the outcome. For instance, PNG is better for screenshots and images with text. JPEG is a format that’s generally better suited for everything else. This is because JPEG images lose some of the text quality. 




Export with a PDF Editor
Probably the first thing most people do when they need to reduce the size of their PDF file is looking for a PDF editor. Again, it comes down to your editor, but the process is simple. 
You save the file as a duplicate and then find the “Reduce File Size” in the PDF optimizer tab. Still, the process is different for each editor.
The key thing to understand here is the difference between saving as PDF and exporting to PDF. Exporting gives you an image compression option and the ability to include metadata. Now, this is an option that needs to be selected. You will get to choose the image quality and whether you’ll need to use the password to open it. 
PDF file encryption is another reason this format is so popular. Just remember that locking and unlocking PDF files also comes to the editor/compressor that you use. Ensure that the encryption in question and its procedures are up to your standards. Even with a good encrypted email provider, taking this extra precaution is essential.
While saving as PDF has some advantages, exporting is the right way to go if your priority is to reduce PDF file size. 
Compress PDF File – In a Nutshell
PDF is a popular form for a reason. One of these reasons is the ability to customise and alter it without losing too much quality. Still, even if the quality reduction is necessary, it can be tolerable or barely noticeable. For this to work, you need to make sure that you pick the right tool/method.
Also, always save the old file to avoid unpleasant situations. Having an extra copy is your safeguard against mistakes. 


19
SHARES



X18FacebookLinkedInPinterestPocketReddit1Buffer



	Tags
	Online Services








SaraSara analyses our old articles and ensures they are still worthy of our readers' time. As promotions speacialist, she works with our affiliate partners to market their unique products and service.A graduate of media sciences, Sara enjoys technology research when she's not baking.




More from author







GuidesYour Next-Level Online Shopping Journey: Tech’s Role and More
Explore online shopping journey guide and its tech makeover. Ecommerce for manufacturers, parcel forwarders, top trends, and challenges.




Read






BusinessMastering Online Payment Gateway Security: 4 Expert Checkout Tips
Discover 4 strategies for secure online payment gateway and data protection. Balance convenience and security with expert guidance.




Read






ProReact Native: Unleash App Potential
Explore the transformative power of React Native in mobile app development, from cross-platform compatibility to real-world success stories




Read





LEAVE A REPLY Cancel reply

Comment:Please enter your comment!



Name:*Please enter your name here



Email:*You have entered an incorrect email address!
Please enter your email address here



Website:


Save my name, email, and website in this browser for the next time I comment.
 









Related Article







Gift GuidesBest Online Flower Delivery Services
Thinking about sending flowers to someone? Don't think more! Use any of these online flower services to make an international flower delivery today! Because now you don't need to go to a florist anymore but an online flower website.


Zahra -  Feb 11, 2024 






Must Reads







Best Virtual and Prepaid Cards for International Shoppers


Zahra -  Oct 18, 2019 11 
Tired of being declined for a credit card? Living in a country that doesn't allow debit cards to be used online? Need a card with an international address? We've collected some of the best virtual & prepaid cards for international shoppers so you won't have to get into lengthy credit checks, annual fees and fraud.





Best Parcel Forwarding Services for Expats & Overseas Shoppers


Zahra -  Nov 18, 2021 47 
Want to shop from Amazon, Ebay, Walmart, BestBuy and get the parcels delivered right to your doorstep no matter where you live? TechVise has accumulated some of the best to help international shoppers





How to Install WhatsApp on Tablets and Laptop/PCs


Zahra -  Jul 16, 2023 55 
WhatsApp may be a smartphone app, but people want to use it on Tablets and PCs. So here is how to install WhatsApp on Tablets and PCs









Want to stay up to date with the latest updates?
Please fill in your details and we will send you an update every time we publish a new article.


Subscribe

We use Mailchimp as our marketing platform. By clicking subscribe, you acknowledge that your information will be transferred to Mailchimp for processing.














 











TechVise is the go to resource on the web for tips, tricks, reviews, features and how to guides to make your life with gadgets, apps & services easier. The website caters to everyone and anyone looking to get more out of the ever-changing trends in technology.

Facebook
Mail
Twitter





Latest News







PlayStation Plus Unveils Games for October 2021


TechVise -  Sep 30, 2021 0 
Sony revealed their three new games that will be joining the PlayStation Plus on Wednesday which will line up in October.





Amazon Event 2021: Everything that Happened


TechVise -  Sep 29, 2021 0 
Amazon held its Event 2021 on Tuesday, September 28, 2021, where it announced a slew of new gadgets including a human robot.





Microsoft Teams to Get New Updates that will Eliminate Distractions


TechVise -  Sep 28, 2021 0 
Microsoft is currently working on introducing new features to maintain focus during calls and meetings by the month of November.








Most Popular







Best Virtual and Prepaid Cards for International Shoppers


Zahra -  Oct 18, 2019 11 
Tired of being declined for a credit card? Living in a country that doesn't allow debit cards to be used online? Need a card with an international address? We've collected some of the best virtual & prepaid cards for international shoppers so you won't have to get into lengthy credit checks, annual fees and fraud.





Best Parcel Forwarding Services for Expats & Overseas Shoppers


Zahra -  Nov 18, 2021 47 
Want to shop from Amazon, Ebay, Walmart, BestBuy and get the parcels delivered right to your doorstep no matter where you live? TechVise has accumulated some of the best to help international shoppers





How to Install WhatsApp on Tablets and Laptop/PCs


Zahra -  Jul 16, 2023 55 
WhatsApp may be a smartphone app, but people want to use it on Tablets and PCs. So here is how to install WhatsApp on Tablets and PCs








Fast Access





	About
	People
	Contact
	Terms of Use
	Privacy Policy
	Cookie Policy
	Privacy Statement
	Imprint
	Disclaimer








© 2013 - 2023 TechVise | All rights reserved. Manage your cookie preferences by clicking here.














Manage your privacy




We use technologies like cookies to store and/or access device information. We do this to improve browsing experience and to show personalised ads. Consenting to these technologies will allow us to process data such as browsing behaviour or unique IDs on this site. Not consenting or withdrawing consent, may adversely affect certain features and functions.




Functional



Functional

Always active 





The technical storage or access is strictly necessary for the legitimate purpose of enabling the use of a specific service explicitly requested by the subscriber or user, or for the sole purpose of carrying out the transmission of a communication over an electronic communications network.




Preferences


Preferences






The technical storage or access is necessary for the legitimate purpose of storing preferences that are not requested by the subscriber or user.




Statistics


Statistics






The technical storage or access that is used exclusively for statistical purposes.
The technical storage or access that is used exclusively for anonymous statistical purposes. Without a subpoena, voluntary compliance on the part of your Internet Service Provider, or additional records from a third party, information stored or retrieved for this purpose alone cannot usually be used to identify you.





Marketing


Marketing






The technical storage or access is required to create user profiles to send advertising, or to track the user on a website or across several websites for similar marketing purposes.




Manage options
Manage services
Manage {vendor_count} vendors
Read more about these purposes


Accept
Deny
Manage options
Save preferences
Manage options

{title}
{title}
{title}


Manage your privacy




To provide the best experiences, we use technologies like cookies to store and/or access device information. Consenting to these technologies will allow us to process data such as browsing behaviour or unique IDs on this site. Not consenting or withdrawing consent, may adversely affect certain features and functions.




Functional



Functional

Always active 





The technical storage or access is strictly necessary for the legitimate purpose of enabling the use of a specific service explicitly requested by the subscriber or user, or for the sole purpose of carrying out the transmission of a communication over an electronic communications network.




Preferences


Preferences






The technical storage or access is necessary for the legitimate purpose of storing preferences that are not requested by the subscriber or user.




Statistics


Statistics






The technical storage or access that is used exclusively for statistical purposes.
The technical storage or access that is used exclusively for anonymous statistical purposes. Without a subpoena, voluntary compliance on the part of your Internet Service Provider, or additional records from a third party, information stored or retrieved for this purpose alone cannot usually be used to identify you.





Marketing


Marketing






The technical storage or access is required to create user profiles to send advertising, or to track the user on a website or across several websites for similar marketing purposes.




Manage options
Manage services
Manage {vendor_count} vendors
Read more about these purposes


Accept
Deny
Manage options
Save preferences
Manage options

{title}
{title}
{title}


Manage consentManage consent

  18119
SHARES





 
